Collaging Botryllus
Instruction Manual

Activity proposed by Irene Kopelman, visiting artist at
Tiozzo lab (Laboratoire de Biologie du Développement
de Villefranche / Institut de la Mer de Villefranche)
In the context of ‘WORKSTATION NICE —Marine Models
Drawing Regeneration‘ at MAMAC
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We will be working with little creatures called Botryllus schlosseri.
This is how they look:

They look like flowers but they are actually
animals. They are invertebrates that live in the
sea and there are lots of them.
These little animals form colonies and they are
very interesting to scientists as they have the
capacity to regenerate their entire body.
For this activity we will concentrate on
looking at them as a source of inspiration
for drawing and collaging. They are very
beautiful and there are many different ways
that we can look at them.

Photo: Irene Kopelman

In the lab, they are collected in small glass
slides. What you see in the slide is a colony.
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If we look at them, we see a pattern. Is this
interesting to draw?
You can draw them in any material and at any
size you like!

If you start looking carefully and you zoom
into the image, you will start noticing other
things that are also nice to draw. How about
those little dots in between?
Can you see them?

Sometimes it is also interesting to look
at the details that are less obvious. One
example would be the spaces in between the
organisms. Once you start to concentrate
on these spaces, you will realize that they
are not empty and in fact make their own
shapes.
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If you zoom in even more you will start
noticing more details, like a reddish outline.
You might like to draw it! You don’t need to
copy the colors you see, feel free to choose
your own!

If you look even closer you will notice that
there are some parts that look like petals.
Each part is called a zooid. There are lots of
beautiful details in the zooids that you might
like to draw.

The parts that look like flowers are actually
systems.
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You might also like to play with the patterns
by drawing individual organisms, numbering
them, cutting them out and playing around
with different ways to make the pattern
grow!
There are lots of other possibilities and many
other things you might notice about these
creatures! Feel free to experiment with
different ways of drawing!
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Photo: Alexandre Alie

Here is another example:
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In this slide you can see different colonies.
You will see how different the shapes are
and the way they spread on the slide. Would
this be nice to draw?
You can also fill in the colors! Feel free to
experiment.

There is one last thing that I would like to
share. When you make these drawings, the
background is as important as the creature
that you are drawing. Notice that in the
example we had at the beginning, the
background was white and here it is greenish
blue: does it make a difference?
You can use this image in the same way as
the first one. You can explore it at a distance,
or go close-up and look for small details.
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We would love to see the results of your
experiments!
Please send us one of your drawings before
mid-July , with your first name and age on
the back side of the paper to :

You would like to know more about Botryllus
schlosseri? Please check out the poster in the
next page with additional information.

Drawings: Irene Kopelman

We hope you enjoy it! We are looking
forward to seeing the results!

MAMAC
1, Place Yves Klein
06364, Nice cedex 4
mediationmamac@ville-nice.fr
We will also need your complete address (in
uppercase letters) to communicate with you
In sending your drawing, you will accept
a dissemination (e.g. on our website or
twitter) of the drawing within the context
of this project linked to the MAMAC
Workstation.

This work has been supported by the
French government through the UCAJEDI
Investments in the Future project managed
by the National Research Agency (ANR-15IDEX-01).

A selected team will choose specific
contributions for further (mainly digital)
communication.

8/9

9/9

